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Forecast Division Washington, D. C., August 15, 1929 


DISTRIBUTION OF WEHATHER FORECASTS, INFORMATION, AND WARNINGS 
BY RADIO IN THE GULF OF MEXICO, CARIBBEAN SHA, AND 
ADJACENT WATERS OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN 


Weather bulletins are broadcast daily from a number of 
naval and commercial radio stations for the benefit of 
navigation and other interests in the Gulf of Mexico, Carib- 
bean Sea, contiguous North Atlantic Ocean, and on adjacent 
coasts. 

EXPLANATION OF BULLETINS 


The bulletins which are broadeast from each radio station 
are of the same general character and are similarly translated. 
They are based upon observations taken in the United States 
at 8 a. m. (1300) and 8 p. m. (0100), 75th meridian time, and 
one hour earlier at stations in the Gulf of Mexico and Carib- 
bean Sea, of the date of distribution, as indicated. 

The bulletins are divided into two parts. The first contains 
reports of barometric pressure, wind direction and velocity at 
certain stations, each of which is indicated by one or more 
“key letters”, and using a group of five figures to represent the 
data contained in the report. The second part consists of 
wind and weather forecasts and warnings of storms and hurri- 
eanes. Ifa weather report from any station can not be sup- 
plied, the key letters and data figures will be omitted alto- 
gether, but in case only a portion of a report is missing, the 
letter “x” will be substituted for the omitted data figure. 

The weather reports contained in the first part of the 
bulletins, and supplemented by others picked up from vessels, 
can be used in the production of weather maps, which will be 
of much value to navigating officers. Base charts prepared 
for this purpose, which show the reporting stations and their 
key letters, will be forwarded upon application. 

The schedules of broadcasts in all cases are given in 75th merid- 
ian time, with equivalent in Greenwich civil time (G. OC. T.). 


KEY TO FIRST PART AND EXAMPLES 


Barometric pressure (first three figures of group): Pressure, 
(reduced to sea level) in inches and hundredths, except that 
the first figure of full reading is omitted. Thus, if the cor- 
rected pressure is 29.98 inches, the figures 998 are sent; or, if 
the reading is 30.14 inches, the figures 014 are sent. 


Direction of surface wind (fourth figure of group). 
0=calm, or no movement. 5=south west. 


1=northeast. 6= west. 
2=east. 7= northwest. 
3=southeast. 8=north. 
4=south. 


Force of wind (fifth figure of group): Sent according to 
Beaufort scale, values 0 to 9, inclusive. 


Beaufort scale 














Scale Miles perhour| Terms used in 
oO. Explanatory titles (statute) forecasts 

Once ets BITTE Se isiginrere tins ereusisiesre eels Less than 1 

je EA®, Diphsiair’s 3: .ectesascecl 1to 3)| Light. 
pea Slight breeze............ 4to 7 

Crenes Gentle breeze ........... 8 to 12 | Gentle. 
Sowers Moderate breeze........ 13 to 18 | Moderate, 
hee ee Fresh begere Bee ee 19 to 24 | Fresh, 
Bes Strong breeze........... 25 to 31 

HO RIG ar. Wind . deers ke 82 to HS Strong, 

BIL Gece ren winsioinsiniaine 89 to 46 
8c Strong gale Wiccdas aes 47 to as Gales. 

10 (W);Whole gale-..sc...6..86 55 to 63 
Win (S) | Atom: 25 vacoet.asee 64 to at Whole gale. 
#19 (H).|, Hurricane ......s6cescse Over 75 | Hurricane. 











*The numeral code does not admit of force in excess of 9 being 
sent. Therefore, the letters W,S, and H will be used for wind forces 
10, 11, and 12, respectively. 

Notr.—The last column gives the terms applicable to the Beau- 
fort scale which are used in the forecasts and warnings issued by 
the U. S. Weather Bureau. 


Example of group as sent: 99842. 


Translation: Barometric pressure, 29.98 inches, wind from 
south, wind foree, 2 (4 to 7 statute miles per hour). 

The second part of the bulletin consists of wind and weather 
forecasts and, whenever conditions warrant, information as to 
storm centers, storm and hurricane warnings and advices to 
shipping. Whenever a storm exists that is likely to affect a 
section, the location and expected direction of movement of 
the storm center will be given, followed by any storm or 
hurricane warnings and advices to shipping which have been 
issued. 





SCHEDULES OF STATIONS BROADCASTING BULLETINS 


Following is a list of radio broadcasting stations, from which broadcasts are made in cooperation with the United States 


Weather Bureau, with a description of the bulletins in each case. 


BROWNSVILLE, TEX. 
Station NAY—United States Navy. 


All broadcasts are made daily, Sundays and holidays included. 


Radiotelegraph. Frequency, 104 k. c., CW (2,885 meters). 


12 midnight (0500). 


Observation stations contained in first part and 
code letters 








Second part of bulletin 


Koy (West, Rar iets ss oc. e seta cokers K Winds and weather over east Gulf of Mexico (east of longi- 
MB aint ase WIS, cach areas orctoushoe Maemo ereorstonsvent ear ene TA tude 90°). 

PONGACOA LIB Merde unity » Seecn «ec Chistes fais = P Winds and weather over west Gulf of Mexico (west of longi- 
MOBILE ALAR FATE TOO 2U ad. chy MO tude 90°), 

Nem Orleans;sLatastiitesl <oiba «lilies Se arias NO Winds and weather over Caribbean Sea (west of longitude 
POPE IAMS. 8 ote tiie nek bicycle Cee Sear sin saeco BW 73°) and Windward Passage. 

Wort ATtUUr, LOX. tases cosahhtatna dens ss PA Storm warnings for Gulf of Mexico, Key West to the Apa- 
Galveston. hex: samen he as sc. caberts tease vet GV lachicola River. 

Corpus OhFisti} Tex O. Ws. PIA Goe aa es CC Location and expected movement of storm centers affecting 
Brownsville Dex Hiss. Len Iaasy. Liew Ho). BV Gulf of Mexico. 

Rein est0n, JAMAICA Gast wis o ome-t ise sites Snes KN All hurricane warnings and advices. 

IEEE y AD ig COE cena seis Secafece gic 5 pls etvieie.c viet ein. HA 

SamMOntin en Sweeter tees hte see SJ 

Guantanamo BAY. CUS: is .sclo assesses sor GO 

Cape Gracias, Nicaragua... ...csccussceses CG 
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KEY WEST, FLA. ; 
Station NAR—United States Navy. 
Radiotelegraph. Frequency, 113 k. e., CW (2,655 meters), 11 p. m. (0400). 








Observation stations contained in first part and 


code letters Second part of bulletin 





neers oe te Gert, AeA fea es On e Winds and weather off Atlantic coast, Hatteras to Key West. 

i wera Fr VTTEe A TTA CET Winds and weather over east Gulf of Mexico (east of longi- 
Jacksonville, Bla). db de ae Patek she ite. ose d JA tude 90°) 
Miami, Fla. eee ck hay ete ee Melee 5 ae MI Winds and weather over west Gulf of Mexico (west of longi- 
Long WER Ll gn Son qopenec sono o pep hsann oper K tude 90°) 
Pensacola, en P Winds and weather over Caribbean Sea (west of longitude 
PortaWads, Lai.n.. as » 0 csbercpeme wove aieysoiy> sree BW c ; 

7 73°) and Windward Passage. 

FaAlVEStON: LOX. aie viclave scsiesbelsitix elste 6 /taceetetete tates GV Storntiw irl Hatterks to Kay West 
BPOWESVING, TOX .0: scarce ee te rbne Segre: BV sia si taht Sinica pes 


Storm warnings Gulf of Mexico, Key West to the Apalachi- 


Fort Worth, Tex. ........eseeeeecee cece nates FW cola iver 

ee ge epee ORE eee hh eres nN Location and expected movement of storm centers affecting 
Whvaii Ciba ee Se an TTA Atlantic coast south of Hatteras, and Gulf of Mexico. 
Guantanamo Bay, Gabaiiend. Aa). Sedu AGo All hurricane warnings and advices. 

Cape Gracias, Nicaragua... .....e.eeeeeeees CG 





San Juan, P. R CLR React Meee cam Afra oneieere ara sveirtens SJ 





SAN JUAN, P. R. (July 1 to November 15, inclusive. ) 
Station NAU—United States Navy. 


Radiotelegraph. Frequencies, 48 k. ¢., CW (6,250 meters), and 113 k. ¢.,CW (2,655 meters), 7:45 p. m. (0045), 
simultaneously; and 113 k. c., CW (2,655 wheébers); at 9 p. m. (0200). 











Observation stations contained in first part and seebh ad HAP GE Palletin 
San. punt stbat La. < «0% tine since ep ota mine inte SJ : : 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands....0....ceeeeeees ST Rati cues MaIRIN ES: : d 
Bacsctorre. St Kitts rivers: on SOREL LAH BT n the absence of a tropical storm the following words will be 
Roseau, Poininice ere RS sent each day ‘‘Weather normal over eastern Caribbean’’. 
Jhiatatereycohyany 1st obs Wier Gorridenaseauceidda te BB 
San tOLOOMINGO, Ths cae ciety tien beeasaiae Olio al SD 
Puerto Plata; De HH Heeis eases ft sh wade a As PL 
ROASTER, Ue LIUGle et etie see genie siete eapesaietey LU 
IWallemstadt. GUraCaO.ts om sitter siete oral W 
Port of Spain, Trinidad®. sji4. 0%. nats. 4- PS 
Staiartins. sl) a Wicla: vdeo te chase etentetestotite SM 








Hurricane warnings, when received, are broadcast on 500 k. ec. (600 meters) immediately after first silent period, and 


repeated at 1-hour intervals for 12 hours. 
Norr.—This bulletin is rebroadcast by the Naval Radio Station NAW at Guantanamo, Cuba, during the hurricane season, July 1 to Novem- 
ber 15, inclusive, on a frequency of 113 k. ¢., CW (2,656 meters), at 8:15 p. m. (0115). 


ALMIRANTE, PANAMA. 
Station RX B—United Fruit Company. 
Radiotelegraph.—Wave length 4,075 meters (73.5 k. c.), CW., and 25.8 meters (11,600 k. c.), CW., simultaneously. 
Schedule time: 12:30 p. m. (1730) and 11:45 p. m. (0445), 75th meridian time. 


The 12:30 p. m. (1730) bulletin is in two parts. The first part is broadcast only during the hurricane season, June 
to November, inclusive, and consists of weather observations taken at the following places, which are indicated by key-letters: 
Observation stations contained in first part and 

code letters 





Second part of bulletin 











AS, 4ANAUGALAS Use se eee ee eer er erereeneeee iG 
ee Spit coe eae bz, | Winds and weather over east Gulf of Mexico (east of longi 
Bluefields: Nicaragua: sence. bie cisions clere ae BFD 
aes WD | Winds and weather over west Gulf of Mexico (mest of longi 
San Juan, PLR. eee see eee eee ee eect seer eens SJ Winds and weather over Caribbean Sea (west of longitude 
Port au I rince, Hattilietised to dae teeaaet-- PP 73°) and Windward Passage. 
pene are eke ete re ie NES eee Storm warnings for Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea. 
Kingston, Jamaica. OR ie ies Se Be Oey KN All hurricane warnings and advices when issued. 
Turks Island, Bahamas 32 Ai. 2ee2 EA ‘DE 
The second part of the bulletin consists of wind and weather forecasts for the western and eastern Gulf of Mexico, ¢ 
the Caribbean Sea, and the Windward Passage. Whenever the conditions. warrant, the forecasts are preceded by advices 


and warnings regarding any storm or hurricane that may be in progress, and: of ‘ ‘northers” during the winter months. 
The second part of the bulletin is broadcast daily throughout the year, 
The 1145 p. m. (0445) bulletin is broadeast daily throughout the year, and consists only of forecasts, advices, and warn- 
ings of the same character and for the same areas as are contained in the second part of the 12:30 p. m.(1730) bulletin. 
When a hurr icane is in progr ess the Weather Bureau wall issue advices regarding its location, direction, progress, and 





NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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Station WNU—Tropical Radio Company. 
Radiotelegraph. Frequencies of 90k. c., CW (3,331 meters), and 10,470 k. c., CW (28.7 meters), simultaneously, 
at 11:30 a. m. (1630) and 11:30 p. m. (0430). 


These broadcasts are the daily weather bulletins broadcast from Almirante, Panama, Station RXB. 
of those bulletins directly above). 


Panama, the transmissions are in the nature of broadcasts. 


peating them, if desired. © 


(See description 


While the bulletins are transmitted from WNU at New Orleans to RXB at Almirante, 
Ships have the liberty of receiving these broadcasts and re- 


LOCAL DISTRIBUTION OF FORECASTS, STORM AND HURRICANE WARNINGS, AND 


WEATHER INFORMATION BY RADIO 


Localized services, consisting of broadcasts of wind and weather forecasts, storm and hurricane warnings and advices 
relating thereto, which are supplemental to the bulletins as described above, are provided as follows: 


All broadcasts are made daily, Sundays and holidays included, except as otherwise noted, throughout the year. 








Radio stations 





Fre- 








Weather information broadcast 





Broadcasting 
schedules in 75th 


Weather Bureau 
stations issuing 





es et ; 
Tocation Call jquency one meridian time and information 
letters | (kilo- (eters) 
cycles )|\erers 
Charleston, S. C..; NAO 122 | 2,459 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 10:30a. m. (1530)| Charleston, S. C. 
. ICW South Carolina coast; advisory messages relating to storm 
warnings issued for middle, south Atlantic, and east Gulf 
coasts; and 8 a. m. (1300) barometric pressure, wind di- 
rection and velocity, and state of weather at Charleston. 
(6) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon and |(b) 6 p. m. (2300) 
hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating | Whenissued and 
thereto. repeated at2-hour 
intervals for 24 
hours. 
Savannah, Ga ....| NEV 185 | 1,622 (a). Wind and weather forecasts and storm and hurricane |(a) 11 a. m. (1600) Savannah, Ga. 
ICW warnings for Georgia coast; advisory messages relating to 
storm warnings issued for middle and south Atlantic and 
east Gulf coasts; and 8:00 a. m. (1300) barometric pressure, 
wind direction and velocity, and state of weather at 
Savannah. 
_ |(0) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... (6) 6:30 p. m. (2330) 
500 600 /|(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) When issued and 
thereto. repeatedat 1-hour 
intervals until 
Dae es midnight.(0500). 
St. Augustine, Fla.. NAP 185 | 1,622 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 12 noon. (1700) | Jacksonville, Fla. 
Spark | east Florida coast, Jacksonville to Miami; advisory mes- 4 
sages relating to storm warnings issued for middle and 
south Atlantic and east Gulf coasts; and 8:00 a. m.(1300) 
barometric pressure, wind direction and velocity, and 
state of weather at Jacksonville and Titusville. 
500 600 |(b) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating \(6) Whenissuedand 
thereto. repeated at 1-hour 
intervals until 
6 p.m. (2300). 
Jupiter, Fla...... NAQ 185 | 1,622 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 11:30a.m.(1630) | Jacksonville, Fla. 
ICW east coast of Florida, Miami to Key West; advisory mes- 
sages relating to storm warnings issued for the middle 
’ and south Atlantic and east Gulf coasts; and 8:00 a. m. 
(1300) barometric pressure, wind direction and velocity, 
and state of weather at Miami. 
= 9 .. (b) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... (b) 6 p. m. (2300) 
500 600 |(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) Whenissuedand 
thereto. repeated at 1-hour 
oe “ intervals for 12 
hours. 
Key West, Fla...| NAR 113 | 2,655 | Wind and weather forecasts and storm and hurricane |1 p. m. (1800) Key West, Fla. 
WwW warnings for the. Florida, south Atlantic, and east. Gulf : 
of Mexico coasts. 
Pensacola, Fla....| NAS 113 | 2,655 |(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for |(a) 11.45a.m.(1645)|} Pensacola, Fla. 
W Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi coasts, Apalachicola to 
Bay St. Louis; advisory messages relating to storm warn- 
ings issued for south Atlantic and Gulf coasts; and 8 a. m. 
(1800) barometric pressure, wind direction and velocity, 
and state of weather at Pensacola. 
(b) Storm warningsand advicesissuedinafternoonand night.|(b) 6:00 p.m. (2300) 
500 600 |(c) Hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |(c) When issued 














thereto. 


and repeated at 
l-hour intervals 
after first silent 





periodfor12hours. 
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LOCAL DISTRIBUTION OF FORECASTS, STORM AND HURRICANE WARNINGS, AND 
WEATHER INFORMATION BY RADIO—Continued 





Radio stations 


Location 


New Orleans, La... 


New Orleans, La . 


Port Arthur,Tex.. 


Galveston, Tex.... 


Brownsville, Tex.. 


San Juan, P. R... 


Guantanamo, 
Cuba 


Port auPrince, 
Haiti 

St. Thomas, V.I.. 

BU wOLOL Va Less: 

Ensenada, P. R.. 








Call 


|letters | 
\cy.cles ) 


NAT 


WNU 


WPA 


WGV 


NAY 


NAU 


NAW 


NSC 


NBB 
NNI 
WPR 





Fre- 
quency 
(kilo- 


104 


500 
390 
361 


104 


48 
113 


500 








Wave 
length 
(meters) 


2, 885 


600 
ICW 
770 
ICW 
830 
ICW 


600 


600 


600 


600 
600 


600 
Spark 











Weather information broadcast 


(a) Wind and weather forecasts for the Gulf coast, Ap- 
alachicola to Brownsville; 8 a. m. (1300) barometric 
pressure, wind direction and velocity at Apalachicola, 
Pensacola, Mobile, Port Eads, New Orleans, Port Ar- 
thur, Galveston, Corpus Christi, and Brownsville; and 
storm and hurricane warnings and advices issued in the 
morning affecting the Gulf and south Atlantic coasts. 

(6) Storm and hurricane warnings and advices issued after 
the a.m. broadcasts for the Gulf and south Atlantic 
coasts. 


(a) Wind and weather forecasts for Gulf coast, Apalachi- 
cola to Brownsville; 8 p. m. (0100) barometric pressure 
and wind direction and velocity at Pensacola, Mobile, 
Port Eads, and Galveston. General summary of night 
weather and barometric conditions. 

(b) Storm and hurricane warnings and advices issued at 
night for the Gulf and south Atlantic coasts. 


(a) Storm warnings for the Gulf of Mexico, and all hurri- 
cane warnings and advices whenever issued for the Gulf 
of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, and south Atlantic coasts. 


(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for 
Texas coast, Port Arthur to Corpus Christi; advisory 
messages relating to storm warnings issued for the west 
Gulf coast; and 8 a. m. (1300) barometric pressure, wind 
direction and velocity, and state of weather at Galveston. 

(6) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon ....... 

yb koemetpirg warnings and advisory messages relating 
thereto. 


(a) Wind and weather forecasts and storm warnings for 
Texas coast, Corpus Christi to Brownsville; advisory mes- 
sages relating to storm warnings issued for the west Gulf 
coast. 

(6) Storm warnings and advices issued in afternoon........ 


(a) Rebroadcasts, 10 a. m. (1500) and 10 p. m. (0300) Ar- 
lington (NAA) marine bulletin, consisting of coded re- 
ports (all of Part I) and synopsis, warnings, and ocean 
forecasts (portions of Part 2). See Circular No. 18, of 
August 1, 1929. (This rebroadcast not made when con- 
ditions do not permit of reception of Arlington bulletin 
at San Juan. ) 

(b) All hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating 
thereto whenever issued. 


All hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating 
thereto whenever issued. (Repeats San Juan bulletin. 
See note under that station, page 2.) 


All hurricane warnings and advisory messages relating |. 


thereto whenever issued. 





Broadcasting 
schedules in 75th 
meridian time and 
GCs 


(a) 11a. m. (1600) 


(b) 12 noon (1700) 


(a) 10 p. m. (0300) 


(b) 10 p. m. (0800) 


(a) When issued. 


(a) 11.80 a. m. (1630) 
(Except Sundays 
and holidays.) 


(b) 6 p. m. (2300) 

(c) Whenissued 
and repeated at 
2-hour intervals 
until midnight 
(0500 ). 

(a) Noon. (1700) 


(6) 7p. m. (0000) 


(a) 11 a. m. (1600) 
and 11 p.m.(0400) 


(b) When issued 
and repeatedat 2- 
hour intervals 
until midnight 
(0500 ). 

When issued and 
repeated at about 
4-hour intervals. 


sie LOB nice eae 








‘ 


Weather Bureau 
stations issuing 
information 


New Orleans, La. 


New Orleans, La. 


Port Arthur, Tex. 


Galveston, Tex. 


Brownsville, Tex. 


Washington, D.C, 


Washington, D. C., 


and San Juan,P.R. 


Do. 





NOTE.—Previous Weather Bureau Circular No. 


14, dated September 15, 1927, is hereby superseded. For radio distribution on Pacific coast, see Circular 


No. 10—Radio (4th edition), dated May 1,1929. For radio distribution on Atlantic coast and description of Arlington weather bulletin, see Circular No. 13—Radio 
(2d edition) , dated August 1, 1929. 


